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Emmanuel Church† 
Thursday, December 24, 2020 

Christmas Eve - Year B 
Evening Prayer from Enriching Our Worship 1 

8:00 PM 
    
  THE WORD OF GOD 
 

PRELUDE  Christmas Tune for Bells arr. By R. Buttero 

HYMN 83 O come all ye faithful 

 

†Emmanuel Church was added to the national register of historic places in 1996. 
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OPENING SENTENCE 

The officiant says to the people 
The Word became flesh and dwelt among us, full of grace and truth. John 1:14 

CONFESSION OF SIN 

The officiant says to the people 
Let us confess our sins to God. 

Officiant and people 
God of all mercy, 
we confess that we have sinned against you, opposing your will in our lives. 
We have denied your goodness in each other, in ourselves, and in the world you have created. 
We repent of the evil that enslaves us, the evil we have done, and the evil done on our behalf. 
Forgive, restore, and strengthen us through our Savior Jesus Christ, 
that we may abide in your love and serve only your will. Amen. 

Celebrant pronounces Absolution 
Almighty God have mercy on you, forgive you all your sins through the grace of Jesus Christ, strengthen you 
in all goodness, and by the power of the Holy Spirit keep you in eternal life. 
Amen  

 

THE INVITATORY AND PSALTER 

Officiant O God, be not far from us. 
People Come quickly to help us, O God. 
 

Praise to the holy and undivided Trinity, one God: as it was in the beginning, is now, and will be for ever. Amen. 
Alleluia.  
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Officiant and people 
The Word became flesh and dwelt among us, full of grace and truth. 
 
VENITE Psalm 95:1-7 

Come, let us sing to the Lord; * 
let us shout for joy to the Rock of our salvation. 
Let us come before God’s presence with thanksgiving *  
and raise to the Lord a shout with psalms. 
For you are a great God; * 
you are great above all gods. 
In your hand are the caverns of the earth, *  
and the heights of the hills are yours also. 
 
The sea is yours, for you made it, * 
and your hands have molded the dry land. 
Come, let us bow down and bend the knee, *  
and kneel before the Lord our Maker. 
For you are our God, 
and we are the people of your pasture and the sheep of your hand. *  
Oh, that today we would hearken to your voice! 
Let us listen today to God’s voice: 
Harden not your hearts, 
as your forebears did in the wilderness, *  
at Meribah, and on that day at Massah, when they tempted me. 
They put me to the test, * 
though they had seen my works. 
Forty years long I detested that generation and said, *  
“This people are wayward in their hearts; 
they do not know my ways.” 
So I swore in my wrath, * 
“They shall not enter into my rest.” 
 
The Word became flesh and dwelt among us, full of grace and truth. 

PSALM 96 Cantate Domino 

1 Sing to the LORD a new song; * 
sing to the LORD, all the whole earth. 

2 Sing to the LORD and bless his Name; * 
proclaim the good news of his salvation from day to day. 

3 Declare his glory among the nations * 
and his wonders among all peoples. 

4 For great is the LORD and greatly to be praised; * 
he is more to be feared than all gods. 

5 As for all the gods of the nations, they are but idols; * 
but it is the LORD who made the heavens. 

6 Oh, the majesty and magnificence of his presence! * 
Oh, the power and the splendor of his sanctuary! 

7 Ascribe to the LORD, you families of the peoples; * 
ascribe to the LORD honor and power. 
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8 Ascribe to the LORD the honor due his Name; * 
bring offerings and come into his courts. 

9 Worship the LORD in the beauty of holiness; * 
let the whole earth tremble before him. 

10 Tell it out among the nations: "The LORD is King! * 
he has made the world so firm that it cannot be moved; 
he will judge the peoples with equity." 

11 Let the heavens rejoice, and let the earth be glad; 
let the sea thunder and all that is in it; * 
let the field be joyful and all that is therein. 

12 Then shall all the trees of the wood shout for joy 
before the LORD when he comes, * 
when he comes to judge the earth. 

13 He will judge the world with righteousness * 
and the peoples with his truth. 

 

FIRST READING  ISAIAH 9:2-7 

The people who walked in darkness 
have seen a great light; 

those who lived in a land of deep darkness-- 
on them light has shined. 

You have multiplied the nation, 
you have increased its joy; 

they rejoice before you 
as with joy at the harvest, 
as people exult when dividing plunder. 

For the yoke of their burden, 
and the bar across their shoulders, 
the rod of their oppressor, 
you have broken as on the day of Midian. 

For all the boots of the tramping warriors 
and all the garments rolled in blood 
shall be burned as fuel for the fire. 

For a child has been born for us, 
a son given to us; 

authority rests upon his shoulders; 
and he is named 

Wonderful Counselor, Mighty God, 
Everlasting Father, Prince of Peace. 

His authority shall grow continually, 
and there shall be endless peace 

for the throne of David and his kingdom. 
He will establish and uphold it 

with justice and with righteousness 
from this time onward and forevermore. 

The zeal of the LORD of hosts will do this. 
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After the Readings, the Reader says 
Hear what the Spirit is saying to God’s people. 
People Thanks be to God. 
 

The Song of Hannah 

1 Samuel 2:1-8 
My heart exults in you, O God; *  
my triumph song is lifted in you. 
My mouth derides my enemies, *  
for I rejoice in your salvation. 
There is none holy like you, * 
nor any rock to be compared to you, our God. 
Do not heap up prideful words or speak in arrogance; *  
Only God is knowing and weighs all actions. 
The bows of the mighty are broken, *  
but the weak are clothed in strength. 
Those once full now labor for bread, *  
those who hungered now are well fed. 
The childless woman has borne sevenfold, *  
while the mother of many is forlorn. 
God destroys and brings to life, casts down and raises up; *  
gives wealth or takes it away, humbles and dignifies. 
God raises the poor from the dust; * and lifts the needy from the ash heap 
To make them sit with the rulers *  
and inherit a place of honor. 
For the pillars of the earth are God’s *  
on which the whole earth is founded. 
 
A READING FROM THE GOSPEL OF LUKE LUKE 2:1-20 

In those days a decree went out from Emperor Augustus that all the world should be registered. This was the 
first registration and was taken while Quirinius was governor of Syria. All went to their own towns to be 
registered. Joseph also went from the town of Nazareth in Galilee to Judea, to the city of David called 
Bethlehem, because he was descended from the house and family of David. He went to be registered with 
Mary, to whom he was engaged and who was expecting a child. While they were there, the time came for her 
to deliver her child. And she gave birth to her firstborn son and wrapped him in bands of cloth, and laid him 
in a manger, because there was no place for them in the inn. 

In that region there were shepherds living in the fields, keeping watch over their flock by night. Then an angel 
of the Lord stood before them, and the glory of the Lord shone around them, and they were terrified. But the 
angel said to them, "Do not be afraid; for see-- I am bringing you good news of great joy for all the people: to 
you is born this day in the city of David a Savior, who is the Messiah, the Lord. This will be a sign for you: you 
will find a child wrapped in bands of cloth and lying in a manger." And suddenly there was with the angel a 
multitude of the heavenly host, praising God and saying, 

"Glory to God in the highest heaven, 
and on earth peace among those whom he favors!" 

When the angels had left them and gone into heaven, the shepherds said to one another, "Let us go now to 
Bethlehem and see this thing that has taken place, which the Lord has made known to us." So they went with 
haste and found Mary and Joseph, and the child lying in the manger. When they saw this, they made known 
what had been told them about this child; and all who heard it were amazed at what the shepherds told them. 
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But Mary treasured all these words and pondered them in her heart. The shepherds returned, glorifying and 
praising God for all they had heard and seen, as it had been told them. 

Hear what the Spirit is saying to God’s people. 
People Thanks be to God. 
 
SERMON THE REV. DELLA WAGER WELLS 
 
HYMN 79  O little town of Bethlehem 
 

  

all 
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THE APOSTLES’ CREED 

I believe in God, the Father almighty,  
  creator of heaven and earth. 
I believe in Jesus Christ, God’s only Son, our Lord,  
  who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, 
  born of the Virgin Mary,  
  suffered under Pontius Pilate, 
  was crucified, died, and was buried; 
  he descended to the dead. 
On the third day he rose again;  
  he ascended into heaven, 
  he is seated at the right hand of the Father, 
  and he will come again to judge the living and the dead. 
I believe in the Holy Spirit,  
  the holy catholic Church,  
  the communion of saints,  
  the forgiveness of sins, 
  the resurrection of the body, 
  and the life everlasting. Amen. 
 
THE PRAYERS 

Officiant Hear our cry, O God.  
People  And listen to our prayer.  
Officiant Let us pray. 
 
Our Father in heaven,  
 hallowed be your Name,  
 your kingdom come,  
 your will be done, 
 on earth as in heaven.  
Give us today our daily bread.  
Forgive us our sins 
 as we forgive those who sin against us. 
Save us from the time of trial,  
 and deliver us from evil. 
For the kingdom, the power,  
 and the glory are yours,  
 now and for ever. Amen. 
 
SUFFRAGES  

V. Help us, O God our Savior; 
R. Deliver us and forgive us our sins. 
V. Look upon your congregation; 
R. Give to your people the blessing of peace. 
V. Declare your glory among the nations; 
R. And your wonders among all peoples. 
V. Do not let the oppressed be shamed and turned away; 
R. Never forget the lives of your poor. 
V. Continue your loving-kindness to those who know you; 
R. And your favor to those who are true of heart. 
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V. Satisfy us by your loving-kindness in the morning; 
R. So shall we rejoice and be glad all the days of our life. 
 
COLLECT FOR CHRISTMAS:   
O God, you have caused this holy night to shine with the 
brightness of the true Light: Grant that we, who have known 
the mystery of that Light on earth, may also enjoy him 
perfectly in heaven; where with you and the Holy Spirit he 
lives and reigns, one God, in glory everlasting. Amen. 
 
O God, you manifest in your servants the signs of your 
presence: Send forth upon us the spirit of love, that in 
companionship with one another your abounding grace may 
increase among us; through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen.  
 
 
PRAYERS OF THE PEOPLE,   Form III  

Father, we pray for your holy Catholic Church; 
That we all may be one. 

Grant that every member of the Church may truly and humbly serve you; 
That your Name may be glorified by all people. 

We pray for our Bishop, Nicholas; our Presiding Bishop, Michael; Justin, the Archbishop of Canterbury; and all 
bishops, priests, and deacons.  In the Anglican Cycle of Prayer we pray for Christians in other denominations and 
the work of the ecumenical movement; His Holiness Pope Francis, Bishop of Rome; His All Holiness Archbishop 
Bartholomew of Constantinople, New Rome and Ecumenical Patriarch; The General Secretary of the World 
Council of Churches; Bishop Ivan M Abrahams, General Secretary World Methodist Council; The Reverend Chris 
Ferguson, General Secretary of the World Communion of Reformed Churches.  In our Diocesan Cycle of Prayer, 
for St. John’s, Barrington; St. John the Evangelist, Newport; and The Chapel of St. John the Divine, Saunderstown. 
That they may be faithful ministers of your Word and Sacraments. 

We pray for our President, Donald, our President-Elect, Joseph; our Governor, Gina; our Mayor, Jeanne-Marie; and 
all who govern and hold authority in the nations of the world; 
That there may be justice and peace on the earth.  

Give us grace to do your will in all that we undertake; 
That our works may find favor in your sight. 

Have compassion on those who suffer from any grief or trouble; remembering especially remembering especially 
Diane (pronounced Dee-On); Charlie; Lou; Katie; Mike; Rob; Liz; Dena; Deb; Nora; Roger; Judy; Barbara; CJ; Norman; 
Donald; Mike; Thomas; Walker; Heidi; Mandy; and Evelyn 
That they may be delivered from their distress. 

Give to all the departed eternal rest. 
Let light perpetual shine upon them. 

We praise you for your saints who have entered into joy; 
May we also come to share in your heavenly kingdom. 

Bless our Emmanuel community, especially Music Director, Choir and Church Musicians, and for all whose lives 
are closely linked with ours  Grant that we may serve Christ in them, and love one another as he loves us.  Let us 
pray for our own needs and those of others. 

The People may add their own petitions. 

The Celebrant adds a concluding Collect. 
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THE AGAPE MEAL 

Please have a small piece of bread and a sip of a beverage we will consume together following the prayers. 

 

A PRAYER OF THANKSGIVING FOR BREAD 

Blessed are you, O Lord our God, Creator of the universe.  You bring forth bread from the earth; you have fed us 
with the bread of life in the Body of your Son.  Feed us now with your presence among us and your presence in 
your Word.  As grain scattered upon the earth is gathered into one loaf, so gather your Church in every place into 
the kingdom of your Son.  To you be glory and power for ever and ever.  Amen. 

A PRAYER OF THANKSGIVING FOR WINE 

Blessed are you, O Lord our God, Creator of the universe.  You create the fruit of the vine; and you refresh us with 
the cup of salvation in the Blood of Jesus Christ, crucified yet risen.  May the time come quickly when we can share 
that cup again, even as you are with us now in our very thirst for you.  Glory to you for ever and ever.  Amen. 

Please eat and drink together in silence for a few moments. 

 
  



Page 10 
 

Hymn 111    Silent Night. 

  
 
THE GENERAL THANKSGIVING 
Officiant and People 
 
Almighty God, Father of all mercies, 
we your unworthy servants give you humble thanks 
for all your goodness and loving-kindness 
to us and to all whom you have made. 
We bless you for our creation, preservation, 
and all the blessings of this life; 
but above all for your immeasurable love 
in the redemption of the world by our Lord Jesus Christ; 
for the means of grace, and for the hope of glory. 
And, we pray, give us such an awareness of your mercies, 
that with truly thankful hearts we may show forth your praise, 
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not only with our lips, but in our lives, 
by giving up our selves to your service, 
and by walking before you 
in holiness and righteousness all our days; 
through Jesus Christ our Lord,  
to whom, with you and the Holy Spirit, 
be honor and glory throughout all ages. Amen.  
 
 
A PRAYER OF ST. CHRYSOSTOM 
 
Almighty God, you have given us grace at this time with one 
accord to make our common supplication to you; and you 
have promised through your well-beloved Son that when two 
or three are gathered together in his Name you will be in the  
midst of them: Fulfill now, O Lord, our desires and petitions 
as may be best for us; granting us in this world knowledge of 
your truth, and in the age to come life everlasting. Amen.  
Then may be said 
 
Let us bless the Lord. 
Thanks be to God.  
 
Glory to God whose power, working in us, can do infinitely 
more than we can ask or imagine: Glory to him from 
generation to generation in the Church, and in Christ Jesus 
for ever and ever. Amen.   Ephesians 3:20,21 
 

FAMILY MEETING 

 

POSTLUDE Christmas Pastorale G. Dinelli 
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Poinsettias are given 

 in memory of 

 
Heath Twichell by Mary Twichell 

 
Our parents, Edith And Everett Sherman by Ellie & Annie Sherman 

 
Mary & Fred Selley and Florence & Richard Monroe by David & Marcia Monroe 

 
Patricia Bérard by Joan Soares  

 
Janet Munson Lyons by Albert B Lyons 

 
Our parents James & Paula Ottilige & Alfred & Helen Venancio 

by Perry & Debbie Venancio 
 

James and Paula Ottilige & Frederick Chapman by Sandy & Ken Chapman 
 

Our grandparents Arthur & Ann Peckham and Charles & Aimee Ottilige 
By Sandy Chapman and Debbie Venancio 

 
Carter Metcalf Roberts & Isobel Henderson Roberts 

By Deb Roberts & Nilda Aponte 
 

Those we hold so dear in our hearts by Fay & Ed Goslling 
 

The deceased members of the Carr & Rodrigues family, 
John Sleeper & Jeffrey Lapiere by Tom & Shirley Rodrigues 

 
Kerm Counts, Pam McAlister, Gary Stoos, & Stevo Barnes 

By Claudia Helt & Susan Barnes 
 

In celebration of 
 Della’s leadership 

By Claudia Helt & Susan Barnes 
 

Grateful thanksgiving by Deb Roberts & Nilda Aponte 
 

 
 


